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PREFACE 


The Old-Babylonian texts published here belong for the 
most part to the so-called ‘Budge Collections’. On internal 
evidence, the provenance of most of them can be shown to be 
ancient Sippar. This volume is the work of Professor J. J. 
Finkelstein, who selected and copied the texts while work- 
ing on the Trustees’ planned Catalogue of Babylonian Tab- 
lets. The texts were chosen for their intrinsic value rather 
than for any inter-relationship among them or relationship to 
previously published texts, such as relationship by archive 
or date. Professor Finkelstein’s own interests are, of course, 
reflected by the large proportion of documents concerned with 
litigations and other judicial procedures, as well as documents 
pertaining to family law, especially contracts of marriage and 
concubinage. Where texts of more routine content have been 
included, the most common reason hasbeen some unusual feat- 
ure in their legal terminology or phraseology or in their dates, 
or the mention of oaths by rulers thus far unknown. Of the two 
letters included, the first sheds light on an important stage in 
marriage negotiations, while the second may be of interest for 
grammatical reasons. As far as was practicable the texts have 
been arranged topically. Professor Finkelstein’s ensuing cata- 
logue gives only abrief description of the contents. It is hoped 
that he will publish elsewhere a series of more extended notes 
to the texts. 


As the impressions of seals preserved on the tablets 
or envelopes are all of standard Old-Babylonian type (mostly 
worshippers presented to deities), they have not been re- 
produced. 


R. D. BARNETT, 
Keeper 


DEPARTMENT OF WESTERN ASIATIC ANTIQUITIES, 
THE BRITISH MUSEUM 


June, (1967, 
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CATALOGUE 


Litigations, mainly about family property. 
Probably a litigation, but possibly part of a letter. 
Litigation over real property. 

Memorandum of an obligation involving ilkum. 
Deposition before witnesses. 

Litigations. 


Judicial procedure for voiding a contract in consequence of a royal decree (simdatum) 
when the document was lost. Cf. Assyriological Studies Vol. 16 p. 244. 


Litigation. 

Designation of a woman as heir in return for support. 
Division of estate. 

Litigation. 

Settlement of estate. 

Agreement (apGlu) over division of a dowry. 


Public trial (pubram iri) for theft of a pig, cf. Figulla, Cat. of the Babylonian Tablets 
in the British Museum I 153. The text is probably from a southern site, possibly Isin. 


Litigations. 

Deposition before witnesses. 

Litigation. 

Purchase of a slave-woman described as a kazirtum. 
Designation of an heir in return for support (a brother by a naditu). 
Litigation. 

Purchase of real property. 

Deposition of witnesses. 

Bequest to a naditu by her father. 

Bequest to a woman. 


Memorandum of a debt. Unplaced year name (possibly a curious writing of Samsuiluna 
yr. 2). 
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60-63: 
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65: 


66: 


Deposition on oath before witnesses. 


Administrative text, mu.DU, nambartu involving a quantity of silver and animal offerings 


to the Samas temple in Sippar-Amnanu, 


Witnesses to the delivery of a person to another probably for debt labour, for fifteen days, 
beyond which wages must be paid. | 


Deposition (presumably on oath) before witnesses that a debt had been paid, and further 
witnessed by the diviner (barum) and the slaughterer (tabibum), suggesting the context of 
an oath taken on a sacrificial animal. 

Agreement involving the undertaking of a commission. New Samsuiluna year name. 

Record of furniture, utensils and jewelry, presumably part of a dowry. 

Litigation over real property. 

Litigation over agricultural equipment. 


Court certification of a woman’s status as ugbabtu in an obscure context. 


Agreement involving cultic office (parsu), relating to the status of harlotry (barimiutum), 
v 
and the manufacture of a votive bronze battle-axe (za.ha.da zabar). 


Manumission/consecration (ullulu) by a naditu of a (slave-)woman serving as temple- 


court sweeper (kisalubattum). 


Cross-cancelled commission to buy a nawirtum slave-woman. 


Concubinage contract. 


Marriage agreement with unusual phraseology, stipulating support of mother-in-law by 
daughter-in-law. 


Marriage contracts. No. 50 with unidentified year name of Ammiditana, cf. JCS 13 p. 49 
fn. 59. 


Marriage agreement involving a slave as bridegroom, stipulating that all issue of the 
marriage and other goods acquired by the couple are the legal property of the slave’s 
master. 

Rental of a sheep-fold. Note year name. 

Marriage contracts. 

Adoption/concubinage contract. 

Inheritance text (zittu). Year name is probably a rare occurrence of Samsuiluna yr. 32. 


Designation of heir in return for support. 


Purchase pf slaves: No. 60, Subarian; No. 61, woman; No. 62, couple (with their off- 
spring?). 


Hire of a slave to do ‘laundry work’ (Sipir aS$lakiiti) in a context involving the corvée of 
Babylon and royal ilkum. 


Purchase of two slaves. 


Commission for purchase of two Subarian namru slaves from Mesopotamia (Birit ndrim). 
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94-95: 
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Concubinage contract. 

Purchase of a burubaliim plot. 

Protocol exempting a gardener from suit (dubbubum) adi girrim. 
Nursing contract for a Silip remim child. 

Loan of barley and silver. 

Administrative text of the palace regarding silver. 


Hire of a person. Unplaced year-name: mu SI.SI Bu-ru-daki (case); mu URUDU(?).NIM(??).tu. 
(tablet). 


Temple loan of silver. Unplaced year name: mu E-gal-la-tumki erén Bu-ru-un-da. 
Cancelled.) 

Deposit with a judge of the supdiase money for a plot of land. 
Administrative text about a quantity of barley(?), mentioning the erén Ka-a$-3i-i. 


Memorandum about three Elamite soldiers, under two recruiting officers (PA.PA), assigned 
to guard the banks of the Tigris together with the erén Su-ti-i. 


Letters. 
Renunciation of a claim. 
. =~ Vv 
Legal procedure over documents relating to mérsum land. 


Memorandum releasing(?) (nasahu) a person and a family (bit PN) fromthe dikiitu-duty of 
Lt Sa-at-la-asKi, 


Transaction involving the nudunnii of a Sugétum. 
Loan of silver, with interest commencing after initial term. 
Three documents from the Dynasty of Kisurra (cf. Edzard, Die ‘Zweite Zwischenzeit’ 


Babyloniens p. 136f. note 720), consisting of a real-estate sale, a slave sale, and a loan 
of silver. 


Three documents of unusual shape (cf. outline of No. 91), of unknown provenance, from 
the early Old-Babylonian period. Note in No. 90 oath by SamaS and Ammisiira. Nos. 89 
and 91 are real-estate sales; No. 90 is a division of an estate among brothers. 
Seed-loan of sesame. Note year name. 


Administrative document relating to a quantity of wool. 


Hire of a person (No. 95: for one month, with provision for extension). Note year name of 


No. 94. 
Loan of silver from Sama$ (temple); baltu u Salmu type. Possibly Ammiditana yr. 11. 


Date culture contract. 


. Lease of a field. Note year name. 
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113: 
114: 
115: 
116: 
117: 
118: 


119: 


Division of proceeds of partnership between a person and Samak (temple). 
Memorandum of the disbursement of a calf for the ki.se-ga offering of the month of Ab. 
Agreement to deliver a sheep as offering in the Sama temple of Sippar. 


Satisfaction of a debt, stipulating the voiding of the original tablet of the debt should it 
turn up in the possession of the - creditor. 


Acknowledgement of completion of a mission to supply cloth(?) to the palace, the commis- 
Sioned to retain tablet of acknowledgement until return to him of the original tablet of 
commission. 
Ls v - 

Temple loan (Samas) of silver. 

: : : bs v 
Withdrawal of silver (as partnership venture?) from Samas temple. 
Account settlement of the LU.T{N-NA. 
Field lease(?). 

‘ : vo. ‘ ' 

Transaction with the marat Sarrim concerning quantity of wool. 

: : 7 voy 
Disbursement of a quantity of huXu-copper for the manufacture of a rugqu for Samas. 


Receipt for a quantity of beer(?) from the L6.Tin-NA by the rabi-sikkatum. Note year name. 


Hire of a person. 


Commission for the purchase of two dugal-lu-ha-a¥-Sa(? }-tum. 


Lease of a field. 


Date culture contract. 


Hire of a person. 

Hire of a slave-woman. Note Akkadian date formula. 

Loan of silver at interest. Note year name. 

Agreement about construction of a partition wall. Unplaced year name. 


Account (settlement) for a quantity of wool. Note year name. 
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